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in the Murray Darling Basin. We can 
digest the � rst but the latter can be 
managed with some foresight and 
common sense. 

”You can shear a sheep for 
a lifetime, but you can only 
skin it once.”

In terms of my career, I am the 
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gave me an insight into post-farm 
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Stuart Johnston
Farm Business Management 2002

Building a Career in Agribusines s

His �rst role was with Rabobank in Adelaide which was 
a great induction into rural banking coupled with an 
insight into how important culture is to the success of 
a business.

Stuart’s next step was a business analyst role for 
Mutual Trust in Melbourne. This role involved working 
on all �nancial and operational aspects of 17 properties 
across New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia. 
The diversity of the properties and the people, created 
an excellent platform for Stuart to use and apply the 
skills learnt at College. It was during his time at Mutual 
Trust that he developed an understanding of what 
made properties perform and key pro�t drivers.  

When building a career, moves are necessary and Stuart 
ventured back home to Launceston in Tasmania, and 
returned to banking as an Agribusiness Relationship 
Manager with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 
This role brought to light the importance of having 
a good strategy and business plan. A rewarding role, 
when working with clients who had a clear plan and 
willing to take on measured risks; it was a challenging 
role when working with clients who were struggling to 
survive �nancial hardships.

It was in Launceston that he met his wife, Hannah, and 
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� des when applying for roles. 
Many are engaged either directly 
or indirectly in business between 
China and Australia. Some are 
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The Centre for the Study of Agribusiness
(Formerly the Centre for the Study of Rural Australia)

Marcus Oldham has a track 
record of success in providing 
entrepreneurial agribusiness 
education, research and business 
leadership. To recognise the 











MOCOSA April 2016  23

Graduation Ceremony December 2015
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The Network

E
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At a fundraiser for men’s health issues, a mini reunion of 
the Class of ‘83

men’sLunchn�.f 

L-R: 3





42  MOCOSA April 2016






