






4	 MOCOSA April 2018

Graduate of Excellence 2017
Jim Riordan
Farm Management 1993

The many roads to his dream

For a man who for two 
years after graduating 
from Marcus Oldham, was 

involved in the establishment 
of Australia’s largest free-range 
piggery near Geelong - to be 
watching a 40,000 tonne ship 
sail from the Geelong docks in 
February 2017, carrying 23,000t 
of feed barley loaded under 
the name of his own business, 
Riordan Grain Services, surely 
has a tale behind it.

Spurred on by the desire to work for 
himself and with an understanding 
of, and contacts in the feed grain 
industry, Jim Riordan bought a 
truck.  He managed his embryonic 
business from home, transporting 
grain to and from destinations 
including Brisbane, Sydney and 
Adelaide.  Eighteen months later, he 
wrote a business plan and acquired 
sheds at Lara near Geelong in 1997. 
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bulk ship loading facility in Geelong, 
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as at April 2018, 15 ships with more 
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Most members of the
Thoroughbred blood-
stock fraternity consider 

themselves lucky if they are 
ever associated with just one 
coveted Golden Slipper winner 
in their lifetime. However, 
Marcus Oldham graduate, 
Bryan Carlson can now proudly 
lay claim to being instrumental 
in the purchase of two in very 
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Join us for our Open Day and discover the world of opportunities 
in Agriculture, Agribusiness and Equine Management

Take a tour of the campus, learn about the courses we offer, tap 
into free career advice and meet staff and students.
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The Centre for the Study of Agribusiness

Jim Riordan FBM 93 
Managing Director Riordan Grain Pty Ltd
Graduate of Excellence 2017
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has been involved with the cropping industry and 
growing his transport business, Riordan Grain Services 
to be one of the largest privately owned and operated 
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years on the family farm, and has headed north to 








